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The manner in how a child is raised affects the child's character. Thus, coming from an African-American community, my family has significantly influenced my consumption behaviors. My family affected the types of food to eat and the ingredients to use while preparing a particular meal. Therefore, when I go to the store, I buy particular items due to the influence of my family, especially my parents, on the cooking patterns and types of meals. Besides, there is also the influence from my relatives. During our family gatherings, there are particular snacks and beverages that we cannot miss. This item I sometimes purchase since they were present during the family gatherings, and it somehow makes me reminisce on the good times we had as a family together.
In another case, my friends and colleagues also impact my consumer behavior. This is most evident in the types of clothes to buy, makeup, type of hair, and which restaurant or fast food joint to dine in. For instance, my friends and I prefer going to Chick-fil-A. Hence, when I am in the mood for some fast food, I like to order from Chick-fil-A. In the case of my colleagues, we usually like to order our hot beverages from Starbucks. Therefore, my consumer behavior is vastly impacted by my friends and colleagues compared to my family since most of the time, the people close to me are friends and colleagues. I usually meet with family occasionally.
My demographic differs from my parents, not in terms of race or religion but education. My parents have basic education, which was up to high school. For me, I have gone to higher education. In having higher education, I am more knowledgeable than my parents, especially on modern technology and dietary patterns. My parents do not like the technology since they see it as challenging to use or comprehend. Thus, they do not upgrade their phones as compared to me since I like keeping up with the latest trends.
I also differ from my parents in psychographic terms. Being a lady, I have my interests, opinions, personality, values, and beliefs. In my view, everyone deserves to wear what they deem fit for them since it's their body. However, my parents view some modes of dressing as indecent while I view them as fashionable. Also, I like wearing makeup which my parents disapprove of. My parents like to be simple. In another case, my friends and I have a similar profile. We like wearing makeup and dressing up fashionably since we are comfortable with them.
Buying things to fit in with my family, friends, colleagues, and family is not essential. I like to live the way I feel comfortable; thus, I do not buy things to fit in a specific group. I buy things that I want or need; I do not buy things to be accepted by a particular group of people. I believe that each person should pay or act in some way to fit in a particular social class.
